Comparison of four eluents in the recovery of indigenous viruses from raw sludge.
The efficiency of 3% casein hydrolysate (CH), 3% lactalbumin hydrolysate (LH), 3% beef extract (BE), and 10% fetal calf serum (FCS) was compared for the recovery of viruses from raw sludge. CH and LH proved to be inefficient and were eliminated from the study after initial testing. In tests with 20 different samples of raw sludge, beef extract eluted virus in 15 (75%) and FCS revealed virus in 19 (95%) of the samples using BS-C-1 cells. That different eluents were not eluting different viruses from the same sample was shown by the serologic and electron-microscopic examination of 43% (18/42) of the isolates. The identified viruses included members of the entero- (coxsackie B, and polio) and reo-virus groups.